
among tho enemy troops, who are hin-
«lered bv heavy rains.
There is littie doubt but that the

new German tanks are proving a dis¬
appointment, developing various de¬
fects in actual service. Their ponder¬
ous weight makes manwuvrlng over
had ground difficult. Generally they
.-.re much inferior to thus«' of the Brit-

Foe to Suffer More
Checks in West,
Says French Expert

(__ Cable to The Courrier de» Etats-Unis)
TARIS, May 5.- Henry Bidou writes

ii the "Journal des Débats": ''Four
times during April the ¦- enemy was

checked by a vigorous resistance at
iho moment he had made a thrust. This
fourfold check will in the evolution of
th« battle be the characteristic feature
01 this month.
"The enemy ha? from the beginning

o, April known only on alternative of
success or reverse. To bo sure, he suc¬
ceeded in capturing positions, but he
ether lost them the following day <">r
when trying to take advantage of his
success he was checked by a rude blow.
The light is now for observatories, such
a* Villcrs-Brctonneux or Scherpenberg,
as it was in 1916, The mere fact of
having forced the enemy to confine him¬
self to these costly partial objectives,
where his divisions melt away and his
spirits break down before new ob¬
stacles, is a success that will count fo*r
much in the destiny of the battle.

"It would, however, be imprudent to
imagine that we will not have to suffer
furious shocks on the part of the Ger¬
many army..'"
"There is no doubt," writes M. Ger-

ville-Reache in "L'Homme Libre," "that
we have still before us some painful
hours, because Germany has not yet
exhausted her rage of destruction and
is not ypt at the end of the sinister
scheme put into execution in 1914; but
this is the only anxiety we entertain.
For our Allies undoubtedly are ready
for the maximum effort in order to lay
low this bloodthirsty beast; and as to
us. our confidence has not been lowered
for a single instant. We know that,
though the Central Empires will not be
lacking reserves, they arc not inex¬
haustible like ours.'*

Americans Travel
Down Piave River
Between Two Lines

{By The Associated Pre?*)
ITALIAN' FRONT. April 20.- Throe

Americans have just enjoyed the un¬

usual experience of taking a motor-boat
ride on the Piave River, the dividing
line between the Austrian and Italian
fronts. They are probably the only
Americans who have been on a boat on

the Piave since the fall of Caporetto.
They aro Harvey Carroll, jr., the
United States Consul in Venice; Major
Guy Lowell and Captain William Here¬
ford, of the American Red Cross. Major
Lowell nnd Captain Hereford were in
Venice to inspect the distribution of
gifts of useful articles to soldiers on
the marine front. The trip on the
Piave was arranged by the Italian gen-
oral commanding the headquarters near
Venice.
"The trip was one of extreme inter¬

est." said Captain Hereford. "It was
necessary to pass the barriers before
getting out into the Piave River. Once
there the feeling was of being out in
»the open between your own men and

-.the enemy. As a matter of fact, the
"Italians were a few miles further to
the north, whore they are bravely
holding the line against all assaults.
"Major Lowell indicated on the slopes

of the riverbank what looked to be
brown cactus leaves. It was really
choveaux úc friso, with sharp-pointed
spikes which would make a very pain-
ful and difficult object to get over.
They were planted on the shores as

. thickly as flowers in a garden.
"We climbed an ascent and had a re¬markable view of what is one of the

most interesting battlefields in history.K'-f- miles to the north two lines were
fronting each other, and constantly one
he'ird the boom of guns and could see
.the clouds of smoke from burstingshells. Villages that had been ruined
by bombardment were clearly discern¬
ible. From the Austrian lines the
'sausages,' or stationary balloons, were
seen rising for observation. Airplanes
were hovering in the air. From behind
us the big guns of the Italians were
sending shells into the enemy's terri-
tory.

"It. is hard to imagine any battle¬
field with mountains and plain laid out
so clearly and distinctly to an ob¬
server. The defences of the land
the marshy ground, the lagoons, the
canals, the plateau and the mountains
.all gave the conviction that the Aus-
trians and Germans had come as far
as they ever would come.
"More even than the natural de¬

fences, however, was the morale to be
found among the men. Ability to re¬
sist and the spirit to conquer were in
evidence among all of the men we saw
on the marine front. They were verycalm nnd very sure and very deter-
mined. They know the enemy will
come no further, and ask themselves
only how long it will be before the
Austrian.s and Germans will give wayand begin the retreat, to their old standbehind the mountains.
"Everywhere there is the warmest «wel-

come for Americana, and everywhere isheard expressed the wish that beforelong the Americans will come, as theFrench and English have done, to taketheir stand on the battle line of thePiave."

British Retaliate
On German Captives
LONDON, May 6..In an address at

Newton, Lancashire, Lord Newton, As¬
sistant Secretary of Foreign Affairs.
after referring to those who are dis¬satisfied because German prisoners of
war in England are not employed underthe same brutally severe conditions asBritish and other prisoners are in Ger-
many, said his experience was that thebest policy was to treat the prisonerswell.

"It would, however," he said, "beidiotic not to retaliate when necessary,and during the last few davs retalia¬tion has been put into operation at acertain German officers' camp in GreatKritain because a corps commander of*.io lentn Ocrman Army persistentlyret used to remove grievances com¬plained of by our men/'
-i'j'V«? <«u.e8tio" were, left to me," hoadded, ",n view of recent captures andknowing what our men will Save "¿ un-Urjo, I would be pH-pared to go fur¬ther than we have done."

Joan of Arc Celebration
PARIS, May 6. -The anniversary ofthe deliverance of France by Joan ofArc will be celebrated with great so¬lemnity at Orleans on May 12. Three7.a*ni ?/ J>i:<*y*?r hav* been ordered inCatholic churches throughout Francefor the success of the Allied troops.Cardinal Amett«, Archbishop of Paris,in
«;

notice to tfe** churches, says:"While the terrible battle which willbe the decisive and final issue of thewar is being fought, and while the Al¬lied arm*» are valiantly contesting itsbitter struggles, this la an opportunemoment to Invoke the liberator ofFrance.
Bishop Jjnisty. of Verdun will de-

A
*c th£ ?-*»tion of^ulogy to Joan ofArc «t Orleans, T v

The Great Wap-1375th Day
THE PRESENT ITALIAN BATTLE LINE

After nearly seven months of comparative quiet, a new Teuton drive seems approaching on the Italian
battlefront. In the Austro-German drive of last autumn, the Italians were forc«Äl back to the line of
the Piave River. The present battle line follows the river northwest to the mountains, thence across
the Asia-co plateau and into the southern part of the Trentino.

U.S. Guns Smash
German Move to
Seize Old Trench

Continued from page 1

certain sections of the targets in the
enemy rear area. This is the same

.irtillery that not long ago gave a
similar performance in another Lor-'
raine sector.
On the present occasion, so far as all

investigation shows, the Germans have
entirely abandoned the territory at
least as far back as a point beyond
their second line. The only signs that
they are there at all are a few
machine-gun posts hidden in out-of-
tho-way places in the back areas which
cut loose when the opportunity of-fers. Just now the German first andsecond lines are in«, about the same.
condition1 as No Man's' Land, in whichlatter area the Americans are workingmore freely than ever before.

Sector East of Luneville |
The sections affected by the work ofthese American artillerymen are thelino south, southwest and southeastof Ilalloville. (This town is approxi¬mately thirteen miles almost directlyeast pf Luneville and about six miles

from the« German border at its near-
est point to the northeast.) The!
American raiders have found that the
shells had worked terrific havoc, at
many places plainly visible where the
big projectiles from the heavy gunshad fallen.
Four more aerial battles were re-

) orted to-day by American airmen
flying in the sector northwest of Toul.
All of the combats were indecisive,although one of the American ma-1
chines returned with bullet holes in
its wings and two others with holes
torn by fragments of shells from anti-
aircraft guns. How the Germans fared
is not known.

German Escapes in Sun Rays
The first report was from the pilotof a pursuit airplane who encountered

the enemy over the lines at a heightof 5,000 metres. The pair fought a
duel for several minutes, the German
finally turning quickly, and. runninginto the direct line of the sun in his
homeward way, getting clear.

Later one of the American photo¬graphing machines was attacked bytwo enemy airplanes. The American
observer emptied one of his guns into
one ùf the enemy machines. Then
the American pilot exercised discre¬
tion and turned homeward. The Ger¬
mans remained in pursuit until the
American anti-aircraft guns pickedthem up. Then they turned and went
home. The American airplane circled
once or twice and then went back over
the lines and calmly resumed the
photographic operations where theyhad been left off.
Turned Back by "Flying Onions"
Another report now available relates

a somewhat similar incident, exceptthat this time three of the enemy at¬
tacked two of our machines which were
working with our artillery.In the fourth engagement a German
sailed up in the direction of one ofVhe American photographic 'planes,but one of the fast American fightingmachines rushed in, causing the Ger¬
man to turn tail and fleo toward home.The Girrman anti-aircraft pieces gotbusy at the same time and broke out
numerous "flower pots," or, as theBritish airmen call them, "flyingonions." This is an "Archie" shell
which, when it bursts, throws out inall directions smaller projectiles, each
of which also bursts.

»-

Fond du Lac Hard
Hit in Casualty List

FOND DU LAC, Wis., May 6..Twen¬
ty-seven Fond Du Lac soldiers, in¬cluded in the War Department'slist issued "to-night were members ofwhat was Company E, Second Regi¬ment, Wisconsin National Guard, be¬fore the unit was mustered into Fed-
eral service. Records compiled here
tonight showed that eighty-ninemembers of the company have beenwounded in action.
This city with a population whichis approximately 20,000 is believed tolead the state and perhaps the entirenation in the percentage of casualties.

Turks Admit British Gain
CONSTANTINOPLE. May 5 (vinLondon). The Tuikish official report,issued to-day, relative to operations inMesopotamia and Palestine reads:"On the Irak fronts strong Britishdetachments won ground south ofKirkuk.
"In Palestine violent fighting con-tinucs in the Jordan sector. The en¬emy's attacks have been particularlystrong, but have failed." '

Military Comment
By William L. McPherson

THE German offensive against Ypres has been held up for a full
week. Last Monday von Armin's army suffered one of the blood¬
iest reverses of the war. It was like another Cold Harbor.

In this colossal contest a setback of that kind has only local conse¬
quences. Cold Harbor, in fact, had only local consequences, for Grant
could easily replace his losses. So he merely turned away from the
shambles on the north side of the James River, crossed to the south
of it and continued his campaign against Richmond by way of Peters¬
burg. Hindenburg is disinclined to turn away from Ypres, for Ypres is
a goal which he is trying to fix the German public's mind on. Yet the
new effort lingers. Haste seems to cut less o^ a figure in the German
schedule now than it did in the feverish weeks following March 21.

Yesterday's British bulletins reported only one German flutter in
the Lys Valley salient. The Germans attacked at Hinges, on the south
side, some three miles north of Bethune. They liad been driven back a
little at that point on Saturday and sought to restore their position. It
was a purely local operation, and according to the British day state¬
ment it failed completely.

A belated report from Berlin speaks of an unsuccessful French at¬
tack on Mount Kemmel. The action referred to is probably the one in
which the French a couple of days ago pushed forward some distance
out of Locre toward Dranoutre. An advance in that direction would
bring th"em close to the western and southwestern edges of Mount Kem¬
mel. If an attempt is made to retake Kemmel, the main thrust will prob¬ably come on that side down the tongue of lowland between Mount Kem¬
mel, on the east, and Mounts Rouge and Scherpenberg, on the west.

Every day's delay in the Lye Valley region improves the Allied de¬
fence. The Allied armies have now had time to settle down in the new
lines from which* they cover Ypres. The same thing is true to an even
larger extent in the Amiens sector, where the enemy has been absolutelypassive for more than a week.

Yesterday's communiqué from Rome confirmed the earlier Austrian
report of unusual activity along the front in Northern Italy. Both sides
are using artillery freely and airplanes are busy bombing and scouting.The Austrian Emperor has left Vienna for field headquarters. Vienna
is just now a most uncomfortable place for this youthful monarch, tryingto forget the glaring indiscretions of his letter to his French cousin, Princ«Sixtus, and facing also a domestic political crisis which has c-ompellechim to prorogue the Reichsrat.

Yet his visit, coupled with reports from Switzerland of fresh troor
movements in the Tyrol and the present flare-up along the entire Piav«line, may indicate the imminence of a new Austrian offensive. Austriî
may be good for one more drive in Northern Italy. If Germany wants imade it will be made.whatever its hope of success.for since the publication of the Sixtus letter and its repudiation for form's sake by the Hapsburg ruler he has become more than ever a mere agent of Berlin, iistrategy as well as politics.

Allies Better
Prepared Now

For Big Drive
Continued from pub«« 1

release of his Eastern forces, and es¬
pecially of his Eastern generals.It will be many months before the Al¬lied army becomes, in a similar sense,»
a Foch army, but every week sees prog¬ress toward that end.

Publicity Has Aided
¡German Command

Publicity has probably aided the con-
stunt reorganization of the German
command. When a general fights well
all Germany knows it, and his road up-I ward is easy. The silence that has rest-I ed upon the British and French forcesI has tended to prevent men developedby the war from rising and obtaining»recognition.

English papers commenting upon theremoval of General Gough after hisbad defeat and the destruction ofj his army, the so-called British Fifth jI Army, say that the British command,below Haig, is to-dav practically whatit was under French.
The process by which Grant rose in

our own Civil War and by which vonBelow and von Hutier have come up tunder Hindenburg, has not gone on inthe English army. There is a warning!for this country in this lesson ofEnglish and German experience of thetwo diffcient methods of publicity andsilence, Under the Allied plan of not,menti-^hing officers' names the publicknows nothing of mistakes and noth-ing of achievements. The systemkeeps men who should rise down andit keeps men up who should go down.How much generalship counts evenin this warfare of position may beestimated from the experience or theBritish Fifth and the British Thirdarmies in the original German drivetoward Amiens. The one was under,the unfortunate General Gough, theother under General Byng, the victor jof Cambrai, of whose ancestor Brown-ing wrote:
"Kentish Sir Byng
Stood for the King."

Kentish Sir Byng stood for the Klnc»this time and though wis army was hit.

as hard by von Below as Gough'?was by von Hutier, it held its ground(irmly until the rout of its neighbor
on the right forced it to give way tokeep up contact with the scratch armyof engineers, stable men and cooksthat General Carey interposed in frontof the Germans advancing within thehole they had made through Gough.

Russian Anarchists
Loot Jewish Stores.

Seven Rioters Are Killed at
Vitebsk by Revolutionary

Troops
i By The Associated Press)

MOSCOW, Saturday, May 4. An
anti-Jewish outbreak, planned by an¬
archists, has occurred at Vitebsk,where the rioters declared their pur¬
pose to "expel the Jews from the
Soviet and Soviet institutions," but in-
stead looted Jewish stores, a theatre
and a hotel, causing large propertylosses.
A riot was started simultaneously indifferent parts of the town, but this

was checked by the local revolutionarytroops and Red Army forces, seven
rioters being killed and twenty wound-ed. The remainder were arrested.This was but one of many anti-Jew-Í8h riots which have recently occurredand which are attributed to the per¬sistent and widespread anti-Semiticpropaganda. The Moscow Soviet iscreating a special commission to fightthe anti-Semitists by an educationalcampaign among the masses and in theRed Army.

Brazil Fliers in London
They Are First Latin-Ameri¬

cans Aiding Britain
LONDON. May 5..London news¬

papers have published the photo¬graphs of a group of Brazilian airmen,who are now completing their train¬
ing for the front at an airdrome, nearLondon.

It is believed that they are the firstmilitary party from the South Ameri¬can allies to arrive in Great Britain.

The Official Statements
LONDON, May 5..Field Marnhal Hair/ to-day reported the follow-

ing :

NIGHT..French troop's captured a number of prisoners in local fight¬
ing in the neighborhood of Locre during last, night. With the exception of
artillery activity on both sides nnd local encounters at different points to¬

day, there is nothing of special interest to report. <

DAY..By successful minor enterprises carried out la fit night in the
neighborhood 'of Sailly-le-Sec and east.of Ilebuterne we effected improve¬
ments in our line at these points and captured several prisoners.

Early this morning the enemy attacked the new positions gained by us

Friday night northenst of Hinges and was repulsed. Our line is intact.
We carried out a successful raid in the Forest-de-Nieppe sector.

The artillery has been active on both sides on the Lys battlefront.

Artillery Active Near American Sector, Paris Reports
PARIS, May 5..The War Office to-day issued the following:
NIGHT..There was intermittent activity by the opposing artilleries

north and south of the Avre River to-day, but there were no infantry en¬

gagements.
During the days of May 3-4 nine German airplanes were brought down

by our pilots. Two wore shot down by our defensive fire and other ei*my
machines were disabled during the same days. On the night of May ."-4
our aviators effectively bombarded cunemy establishments in» a number of
sorties, 28,000 kilograms of projectiles being dropped upon the railway sta¬
tions of Ham, Noyon, Chaulnes, .Tussy, Péronne and St. Quentin.

DAY..The artillery on both sides was active north and south of the
Avre, and also in the sectors of Douaumont (Verdun front) and Flirey
'Lorraine, near the American Toul sector). There was no infantry action.

In Lorraine a raiding operation was carried out by the French in the
region of Letricourt. Patrol operations in the region of Anservillers re¬

sulted in the taking of prisoners.
The night was quiet on the remainder of the front.

Hostile Fire Growing in intensity, Rome Reports
ROME, May 5..The statement issued by the War Office, to-day says:
DAY_There has been increased intensity of the hostile harassing fire

in ihe Lagarina and Astico valleys and in the Foss-Alta sector.
Our artillery dispersed carrying parties in the St. Elvio area, fired

with good effect on the Rovereto station, obtained direct hits on trains in
the Conegliano station and caused a heavy explosion on the left bank of the
Piave, opposite Ncrvesa.

There were patrol actions on both sidos between the Brenta and the
Piave.

The activity of our aircraft has been intense. Caproni flights and
British airplanes, protected by numbers of chasers, dropped about nine
tons of bombs on the hydro-electric works at Cavedin, north of Mori. While
this operation was in progress other machines renewed the bembing of the
aviation ground at Campo Maggiore, south of Lenico.

Last night' our airships, reaching by surprise the railway stations at
Primolano and Bolzano, dropped their loads of bombs with good effect.
At the same time an airship of the royal navy engaged enemy columns on
the march beyond the Tagliamento.

Eight enemy machines were reported destroyed, two of which fell in
flames within our lines.

Bolsheviki Charge America
Aided "Plot" to Free Siberia

(By The Associated Press)
MOSCOW, April 26..Foreign Minis¬

ter Tchitcherin has addressed the rep¬
resentatives in Moscow of the United
States, England and France, requesting
the, speedy recall of their Consuls at
Vladivostok and an investigation of
their alleged participation in negotia¬
tions said to have been conducted be-
tween the Peking embassies of the
powers named and the Siberian au-

tonomous government. They are also
asked to define their attitude toward
the Soviet government and explain
what the Minister alludes to as the at¬
tempts of their representatives to in¬
terfere with the internal life of Rus¬
sia.
M. Tchitcherin submitted copies of

the documents seized on the person
of M. Kolodoff, a member in Vladivos¬
tok of the Siberian autonomous govern¬
ment, who recently was arrested, which
the Minister declares "establish in-
controvcrtibly that the consular rep¬
resentatives of Great Britain, France,
and America participated in this plot
and that the diplomatic representa-
tives of those powers in Peking ne-
gotiated with the counter revolution-
ary organization calling itself the 'Si-
berian government.'" (These report-ed negotiations have previously beer
declared in Bolshevik quarters to have
been projected with a view to tht
recognition of Siberia by the Alliée
powers. )
M. Tchitcherin also addressed to the

Japanese representative in Moscow £
communication stating that the letter:
taken from M. Kolodoff establish tht
extensive participation of Japanese ofli
cials in the counter revolutionär}
movement, despite repeated official as
surances of non-interference with th«
internal life of Russia.
"Such actions," continues the com

nuinication, "prompt us now to clarif;in a manner beyond doubt the positioiof the Tokio Cabinet regarding th«
government of the Russian Federate«
Republic, and to ask in particular i
the Japanese government intends ii
the future to support the counte
revolutionary elements in Russia o
wishes immediately to institute a publie "investigation of the activities o
some of its agents, recall those in
criminated, and give definite instruc
tions to the others. In the contrar
event, the government of the Russia
Federated Republic will have to tak
the measures used against Russia
counter revolutionary citizens."

¡Russian Officers
Flock to Harbin

To Escape Deati
{By The Associated Press)

HARBIN, MANCHURIA, March 15.
Officers of all ranks formerly in th
Russian army have thronged the Bri
ish and American consulates here seel
ing to enlist as private soldiors in tr
armies of those countries since trBolshevik revolutionaries extend«their rule to Siberia. When they aitold that the regulations do not permthe consuls to accept their offers thedisapppintment is painful.
The hatred they express for the Bosheviki indicates that they would e

anything to counteract Bolshevik infli
once. All of those with whom TlAssociated Press correspondent hitalked have been intensely pró-EntentWhat is to become of them is one <
the problems Russia will have to fa«
in the future.

Many in Pitiful State
Large numbers of them, in a pitifstate, are flocking into Harbin from t

parts of Siberia. Many are withofunds and the majority are poorly claThey range in rank from lieutenan
to generals and come from the fineRussian stock.
MoBt« of them have come from t!

.large military centres in Siberia, frowhich they have escaped only after u
dergoing great hardship and much si:fering. Many of those interviewed harelated the most harrowing storiesmurders and atrocities.
They explained that when the Bolsrvik agents had succeeded in convertithe soldiers to their cause the fn

move was to shoot the officers in ctimand, and *in many instances th«

families were treated in the same man-
ner, or worse.

Conditions Unendurable
In some regiments, where a certain

semblance of discipline remained, the
officers were at first only degraded and
set to do the most menial tasks. The
indignities, however, became» so bad
that the officers found them unendura-
ble, with the result that many officers
committed suicide, while others in at-
tempting to resent them were shot or
tortured in the most cruel and brutal
manner.

j The military centres, such as Irkutsk,
Vladivostok, Chita, Haborovsk and
Blagóveschenski are so widely distrib¬
uted that the journey to Harbin is a
very long one, with the result that
many of those attempting to escape

| were murdered en route, although everyforri of disguise was used.
The local military organization in

Harbin is doing everything in its power
t«> assist these refugee officers. Of the
best families in Russia, and having
been trained and educated solely with
a view to becoming officers, they are
not fitted to earn their living in any
other walk of life.

_

Demand May Force
Action by Allies on
Recognizing Soviets
(Speoial Dispatch to The Tribune)

WASHINGTON, May 5.--While no

official word with regard to the demand
by the Russian Foreign Minister for
the recall of the American and other
Allied consuls at Vladivostok, on the
charge of plotting against the revolu¬
tion, has reached Washington, it is as¬

serted that this demand precipitates a

situation which was bound to come

sooner or later.
There is particular interest here in

the reported demand of the Foreign
Minister for a statement of the atti¬
tude of the diplomatic representatives| of Great Britain, France and America
toward the Soviet government. The
Entente governments do not want to
recognize the Soviet government at this
time.

Secretary of State Lansing, within
ten days«; informed the Governor of

j Missouri, who wished to appoint the
American Ambassador to Petrograd,
David R. IVancis, to the United States
Senate in place of Senator Stone, that
this appointment would be embarrass¬
ing to the United States, because it
would be impossible to accredit any
new ambassador if Mr. Francis shouldj return. The Secretary pointed out that
to send a new ambassador it would be
necessary to issue credentials for him
to some authorities, and such action
would be a formal recognition of these
authorities.
The demand of the Russian ForeignMinister for a statement of attitJde, it

is pointed out, here, brings up sharplyfor settlement the very issue which
this government, and those of Great
Britain and France as well, have been
seeking to avoid.the recognition or
refusal to recognize the Bolsheviki.

It is also pointed out that there is
the hint of much trouble in the report-ed representations of the Russian For-
eign Minister to the Japanese Ambas-
sador, with regard to the alleged co-
operation of the .Japanese with the
autonomous government in Siberia,through Japanese agents in China.

Juki wat action of the American con-
suis in Vladivostok has brought down
upon them the wrath of the RussianForeign Minister is not known here,though it is believed that it iä not so
much any particular act as the desireof the Bolsheviki to force recognitionif possible which has occasioned thedemand.
The American Consul at Vladivostokis John K. Caldwell and the two vice-consuls are Everett B. Ansley andCharles H. Stephens.

Rumania and Germany
Negotiate Trade Pact

AMSTERDAM. May 5. An economictreaty supplementing the treaty ofpeace between Rumania and the "Cen-¡tral Powers, has been initiated.This will complete all the negotia¬tions connected with the conclusion of.peace between the two countries, and"the treaty, which was agreed to onApril 2, is rea/ly for final signatures,turcs.

Says Ukraine
PlottedDeath
Of Germans

Von Payer Declares Massa¬
cre of High Officials
Was Prevented

"Iron Hand" Rule
Explained in Reichstag

I_

Communistic Theories Are
Blamed for Failure to Meet

Food Agreement

(By The Associated Press")
AMSTERDAM, May 5. -The imperial!

German Vice-Chancellor, Friedrich von

Payer, speaking before the Main Com¬
mittee of the Reichstag yesterday, at-
tempting to justify Germany's use of:
the iron hand in Ukrainia in the last
few days, said prominent Ukrainians,
under the title of the Committee of
Safety, had been caught planning the
assassination of all German officers, or,
as the Vice-Chancellor phrased it, "a
sort of Sicilian vespers."

(Sicilian vespers is the term given to
the massacre of the French in Sicily by.
the Sicilians, which began at Palermo
on March "0, 1282; so-called from its
commencement at vespers on Easter
Monday. The populace ran through the
city crying out, "Lot the French die.":
and 8,000, without distinction of rank,
age or sex, were killed.)
Von Payer declared, according to

Berlin dispatches, that the- membershipof the Committee of Safety included
several Ukrainian ministers and that
the committee held its meetings at the
house of the War Minister. The Ger-1
mans, he added, therefore, "took stops
to render them harmless."

Invasion Was "Invited"
r "The Germans entered the Ukraine,"!said the Vice-Chancellor, "at the express jwish of the Ukrainian government for!the purpose of restoring order. But
there were also other grounds. We had
a lively interest in getting foodstuffs
as speedily a3 possible. The generalidea then was that great quantitiesof foodstuffs could be produced in the
Ukraine, and the Ukrainians undertook
to deliver at least one million tons byAugust 1. The Rada, however, had no!
means of insisting on the delivery of
the grain by the population. The Ger-
mans, therefore, had to concern them-
selves with obtaining deliveries in ac-
cordance with the treaty."Our activity in this direction has
been to a certain extent a source of
discontent. The recent reorganizationof the Ukrainian government has noth-¿ing to do with the decree issued byGeneral von Eichhorn (commander of:
the German army group in Russia)
relative to the sowing of crops, nor
with the arrest of members of the gov-
ernment.

Rada Theories Blamed
"This reorganization is purely a

Ukrainian affair, with which we are
not concerned. The Rada has recentlylost ground to an increasing extent.
It undoubtedly had the merit of hav-
ing created the Ukrainian state and j¡given it peace. But stubborn adherencejto communistic theories that have
gained no sympathy among the peasantpopulation, which is attached to the
soil, seems to have been principally re-
sponsible for bringing about its end.
"The field sowing decree was issuedbecause opposition to the proposed land

expropriation created the danger that
a great part of the soil would remain
uncultivated, and that the Ukrainethereby would be unable to fulfil herobligations toward us.
"The interests of our people, there¬

fore, were at stake. The Ukrainian
government was powerless to fulfil itsobligations. Moreover, the decree was
not addressed to the Ukrainian people,but to the German military authori-ties.

Military Authority Supreme
"Measures have now been taken thatin all affairs of political importance

our military commanders musj only actin collaboration with the German Min-
i s tor.
"As regards the arrest of membersof the government in the Rada on thenight of April 24, Director Dobry, ofthe Ukrainian Bank and a member ofthe delegation which conducted the

financial negotiations, with us, was ar-
rested by three armed men, who de-clared they acted on the instructionsof the Committee of Ukrainian Salva-
tion. This committee pursued an anti- ¡
German tendency, and several Ukrain-ian ministers belonged to it. Theywent so far as to aim at driving theGermans out of their country and met jin the house of the War Minister, where
on one occasion a sort of Sicilian
vespers-.namely, the assassination ofall German officers -was suggested."Nothing remained, therefore- but to
render harmless the foolish Instigatorsof this plan. Our minister. Baron von
Mumm, elemanded that the Premier im-
mediately institute an investigation,The Premier promised to do so, but
nothing followed.
"There was thus undoubted dangerto the lives of our ofillers and army,The only course open was either totake legal action in the Ukrainian

courts, which was impracticable, or toinsure our safety by other meansGeneral von Eichhorn, therefore, in en-
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tire accord with the German miawdecreed 'a state of enhanced .___;.tion.' under which all offences a*?*public peace and order may be j__fjby field tribunals. Legal pr<»e»___^were thus inaugurated under^*code and the arrests ordered of
^

sonpiitie-. already mentioned." «*'
The Vice-Chancellor «;^pl_in«_j Bthe arrests made in the R_d_ Jgthat body was in session was a «_^able blunder for which immédiat^»ration was made and regret in «njí

was expressed. The German loctlJ*?mander responsible for the. blaS
was immediately removed froai ^and the legal investigation co__8_TThe new Ckrainir.i governmentsVice-Chancellor said, was e»tabf__jby the people themst-lves, naaebwthe peasants, who desired an or_>Xreplacement of the previous esnrt.ment.
Mathias Erzburger, Clerical, _*¿that the shape taken by the __2»question would be decisive for«£entire future in modelling Cantoaffairs, lie said that Ukrainia waTtSpivot in the East, and as a guidin_£_for Germany's future» policy th«*«suggested that the political dita.ment of the German government s_jtóbe the sole deciding factor. The ._.ply of grain promised in the m_<treaty could be expected only ift_,,

many on her part delivered the n_,promised in exchange-.
Baron von dor Buss-*_ie-H«<i_-hausen. T.'nder-Secretary for Por».Affairs, replying to criticisms, said __further negotiations were pwt__.

at Kiev. He emphatically conti*^the assertion that Germany's p_-
was supported by the big land ovkhof Ukrainia.

According to a Berlin official ¦__
ment on May 2, the Germana ertt*.
lished military rule in Kiev, theUltBW-
ian capital, and placed under gn_
numerous officials of the govera__
on the ground that "the gwercae;
has proved too weak to maintain In
and order."
The Ukrainian government o_tJ_

arrested included the Minister of Hu,
the chief of the Ministry of the
terior, the wife of the Minister of
Interior. tho chief of the ForeujaXa»
istry and the commander of the tees
militia.

Germany Repeals
All Constitutional

Rights in Ukram
LONDON, May 5..The Ukraina

ministers who recently were arre!«
by the German military autboritii
were shortly afterward set free, e

cording to an Exchange Telegraph <¡j
patch from Moscow to-day.
General von Eichhorn, the -Strsr

military commander, says tait,»:
respondent's report of *th«j Goran*
tion in the Ukraine, issued "t ft
emptory order last Sunday repeeüií
all constitutional rights in XHmt
territory. On Tuesday he internciii
the Central Rada while it wai è
cussing this order and arrested if»
oral of the "Ministers, who, how*
were released the next. day.
According to Amsterdam adlita

the Berlin "-Vossische ZeitUf'
states that the new Premier of Hi
Ukraine is M. Vassilenko, of the Civ
stitutional Democratic party, and ¦
Foreign Minister, M. Losky, of *
Federalist party; the Minister of*
Interior, M. Lyzchub, of the Cet-
stituional Democratic party, and.Ü*
War Minister, M. Siivensky, of tfe
Polish party. The newspaper deelw
its belief that this Cabinet will ft«
closer relations between 'the Ukrtiii
and Russia.
A telegram from Kiev savs that«tw

ferences are being held there bet**»
Ukrainian delegates and represo!«
tivos of the Russian RutheniaW, «*
the object of determining 'the I»1»«
ary and regu!a:«ng relations. Anafe
is'likely to result, the telegrain it
clares.
The bulk of the Ruthcnians o**»*

of Galicia and Hungary arc inls**-
tants of Bukowina, and the foKfKSt
dispatch may refer to developwif'-
growing out of the Ukrainian d*»1"
to attach Bukowina to the new Uki*-5
ian republic. It was reported W
month 'that the Bossarabian Diet M
voted in favor of a union .*«

Rumania, hut shortly afterward tf
Ukrainian Rada interposed object»
informing Rumania and the Cent
Powers «that the Ukraine did «*¦

recognize "Rumania's annexation
Bessarabia.

Petrograd Safe From
Attack, Says Commcam
LONDON. May 5. -The general«

manding the Fetrojrad garrison hi
sued a statement declaring U»

^^
now free from ar«y menace «ni ***

the populace has no cause for *¦.*
says a Reuter dispatch from nvw*
under date of April 27. .^"All measure» for defence hi«1***;
taken against possible Finnin"*
tacks," says the general's annt*f¿ment. "Some fighting has <*ot«*'*_i
a point near the Russo-Finnish frr«S»
between White and Red Guard».Jj»~'
soon as the combatants cross»«
Russian frontier both sides wet»«*
armed."
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